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The University of North Carolina at Wil-
mington is excited to host the 116th 
North Carolina Academy of Science An-
nual Meeting on March 22-23, 2019. 
The NCAS meeting provides students 
with applied learning opportunities and 
advances collaborative research, two of 
UNCW’s highest priorities. The universi-
ty is honored to host the meeting, and 
we look forward to welcoming students 
and faculty from other institutions to our 
campus to share their work and network 
with colleagues from across North Caro-
lina. 

The conference will begin Friday evening 
with a poster session and reception, fol-
lowed by oral presentations, workshops, 
vendor exhibits and a keynote address on 
Saturday. The meeting will conclude with 
an awards ceremony and reception Satur-
day evening.  

The final conference schedule and regis-
tration information will be available at the 
end of January. The deadline for abstract 
submissions is March 11th.   

For more information, visit https://
www.ncacadsci.org/annual-meeting or 
contact Dr. Jess Boersma 
(boersmaj@uncw.edu), Associate Dean of 
UNCW’s College of Arts and Sciences and 
NCAS Meeting Chair. 

University of North Carolina at Wilmington  
 

Aswani K. Volety, Dean of the UNCW 

College of Arts and Sciences  

KEEP UP ON THE LATEST UPDATES! 
 
Even after the significant impact of Hurricane Florence, UNC Wilmington is still willing to 
host the NCAS Annual Meeting.  In this issue of the newsletter, we have some infor-
mation about the upcoming meeting, but keep up to date as more information is re-
leased by following us on social media or by visiting the news section through the right 
side bar of Academy website.  You won't want to miss out, so stay tuned! 

https://www.ncacadsci.org/annual-meeting
https://www.ncacadsci.org/annual-meeting


NC Wesleyan Hosts Successful CANCAS Fall 

Research Workshop 

By: Dr.  Daniel Stovall, NC Wesleyan College & Dr. Laura Reichenberg, Pfeiffer University  

Attention CANCAS Group 

Members—Time to Renew Membership! 

By: Dr.  Daniel Stovall, NC Wesleyan College & Dr. Laura Reichenberg, Pfeiffer 

University  

The following institutions should renew their 
group memberships with CANCAS! Group 
memberships are $100 and allow all students 
at the institution who are members of that 
group to attend the Annual Meeting at a dis-
counted rate. CANCAS membership also gives 
students who are presenting poster or oral 
presentations the opportunity to be judged for 
prestigious Derieux Awards. Sign your group 
up today at https://www.joinit.org/o/north-
carolina-academy-of-science!  
 

Awaiting renewal:   
• East Carolina University  
• Pfeiffer University  
• Wake Technical Community Col-

lege 
• UNC-Pembroke 
• NC State University 
• UNC-Wilmington 
• UNC-Greensboro 
• Barton College 
• Meredith College 

NC Wesleyan College hosted the Undergraduate Research Workshop of 
the Collegiate Academy of the NC Academy of Science (CANCAS) on Sat-
urday, November 3rd. At the Workshop, students interacted with peers 
from diverse backgrounds, scientific disciplines, and institutions. Students 
from NC Wesleyan College, NC State University, Campbell University, 
Wake Technical Community College, and Nash Community College at-
tended the event. 
 
The Workshop featured a panel discussion and breakout sessions! Panel-
ists included Ph.D. students from various disciplines, including Genetics, 
Physics, and Chemistry. Dr. Greg Burhman, the coordinator for the Inter-
disciplinary Biochemistry Master’s Program at NC State University, also 
joined the panel, along with Erin Helbling, the Director of Admissions of the 
Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine. In the breakout sessions, 
undergraduates explored various relevant topics. For example, Dr. Jason 
Emory (Pfeiffer University) led a workshop for students on how to develop 
their resume/CV and interviewing skills. Dr. Karen Guzman (Campbell Uni-
versity) taught students how to design and deliver effective scientific oral 
and poster presentations. Dr. Meredith Rowe (Gardner-Webb University) 
facilitated her attendees’ scientific writing skills. And, Drs. Heather Louch 
and Daniel Elias (NC Wesleyan College) helped students explore the role 
and value of diversity and inclusion in science.  
 
CANCAS thanks NC Wesleyan College for hosting this successful event! 
We’re also grateful to the fantastic panelists and breakout facilitators for 
their time, and most of all the students for their on-going passion for scien-
tific progress! If you would like to learn more about CANCAS or get in-
volved, please contact one of our co-directors or student officers! We hope 
to see everyone at the NCAS Annual Meeting in March! 
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Facilitators & students at the 
CANCAS workshop.   
Photo Credit:  Dr. Daniel 
Stovall  

https://www.joinit.org/o/north-carolina-academy-of-science
https://www.joinit.org/o/north-carolina-academy-of-science


Call for Proposals:   

Yarborough Research Grants, 2019-2020 

Report by:  Dr. Scott Robertson, Methodist University & Dr.  Jordan Womick, Campbell 

University   
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Call for Judges and Moderators at the 

Annual Meeting 

Judges:  needed for both the Friday evening poster session and Saturday oral presentations.  We 
generally like to pair people with presentations that match their area of expertise if we can, and all 
areas in the biological sciences are represented at the Annual Meeting.  You’ll be asked to judge ei-
ther the poster session or oral presentation session, and then collaboratively with your group you will 
select Derieux winners in your area.  This is a wonderful way to help foster and grow our undergradu-
ate researchers, and participate in the Annual Meeting!  If you’re interested, please email Dr. Dan 
Stovall at dstovall@ncwc.edu or indicate your interest on your Annual Meeting registration form.  
 
Moderators:  needed to preside over oral presentations on Saturday at the Annual Meeting.  Modera-
tors can be graduate students, undergraduate students, or faculty from any content area.  This is a 
great way to help facilitate smooth oral presentation sessions.  If you’re interested, email Dr. Dan 
Stovall at dstovall@ncwc.edu or  indicate your interest on your Annual Meeting registration form.  

By: Dr.  Daniel Stovall, NC Wesleyan College & Dr. Laura Reichenberg, Pfeiffer University  

The Yarbrough Research Grants program provides grants to undergraduates who are members 
of the Collegiate Academy. Approximately four grants are awarded annually and typically range 
from $100 to $500. Top awards may receive as much as $500 or more. The application deadline 
is April 15, 2019, and accepted proposals are funded as early as June for undergraduates to 
begin their research. Details are found on the Academy website at www.ncacadsci.org.  

Institutional Sponsorship 
Opportunity  
 
Show your institution’s support for the North Caroli-
na Academy of Science by having your University 
become an Institutional Sponsor!  Contact Eric An-
derson (andersone@ecu.edu) for more information 
on how your institution can support our goal of ad-
vancing research, science and science education 
while supporting the next generation of scientists. 
 

Membership Opportunity  

 
 
Join up or renew your membership today!  You 
membership is an easy, affordable way to support 
the goals of the Academy, and it’s even easier 
with our new online membership system.  Mem-
bership benefits include participation in the Annu-
al Meeting and a subscription to the Journal of the 
North Carolina Academy of Science! 

mailto:%20dstovall@ncwc.edu
mailto:%20dstovall@ncwc.edu
http://www.ncacadsci.org
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Join the Academy in January for 

Astronomy Days 

If you have stardust in your eyes, if you love gazing up at the heavens, or if you enjoy small 

children and the excitement of discovery, consider volunteering a few hours of your time this 

coming January.  The North Carolina Academy of Science will be hosting a fun and education-

al exhibit for Astronomy Days on 26-27 January 2019.  Our theme is “The Search for Extrater-

restrial Life!”   

 

The Academy is looking for energetic volunteers who can contribute one or more two- or 

three-hour shifts from 8:30 AM until 5:30 PM on Saturday (January 26) and from 11:30 AM 

until 5:30 PM on Sunday (January 27).  To volunteer or to contribute ideas for simple, inexpen-

sive hands-on science activities, please contact the Academy’s exhibit co-organizers: Lisa 

Kelly (lisa.kelly@uncp.edu or 910-521-6377) or Maria Pickering (mpickering@meredith.edu or 

919-760-8437).  This is a great opportunity for Student Academy and Collegiate Academy stu-

dents and their mentors.  No special skills are required, and ideally four or more volunteers will 

be available during each time slot.  The Academy’s exhibit at the museum last January was a 

big hit, drawing crowds of excited children and their parents. 

 
 

Report By Dr. Lisa Kelly, UNC Pembroke  

Young people participate in the Academy’s booth at Astronomy Days 2018 
Photo Credit: Lisa Kelly 

Have a scientist you think should be featured in the NCAS newsletter?  Let us know —

we would love to showcase more of our talented peers and students!  Email Dr. Karen 

Guzman at guzman@campbell.edu  



 

“Like” us on Facebook and follow 
us on Twitter (@NCAcadofSci) to 
get the latest updates and 
information on what’s happening at 
your North Carolina Academy of 
Science! 

North Carolina Academy of Science 

Our Mission 

The North Carolina Academy of 
Science promotes public appre-
ciation of science, science edu-
cation, scientific research and a 
meaningful role for science in 
public policy. 

Our Goals: 

Promote public appreciation 
of science 

• Partnership with Science 
Centers 

• Public Lecture Series 

• Newsletter 
 

Promote science education  

• NCAS Webpage 

• Academic Lecture Series 

• NCAS Publications: Journal, 
Educational Publications 

• Student Academy - Middle 
& High School 

 
Promote scientific research  
 

• Yarbrough and Bryden Re-
search Grants 

• CANCAS Undergraduate 
Research Workshop 

• Presentation Opportunities at 
Annual Meetings  

• Journal of the North Carolina 
Academy of Science 

 

Promote science in 
public policy  
 

• Symposia 

• News Releases  

• Position Statements 

• Interactions with 
Public Officials 

The North Carolina Academy of 
Science 
Meredith College Department of 
Biological Sciences, 3800 
Hillsborough St.,  
Raleigh, NC 27606-5298  

Phone: 919-760-8189  
Fax: 919-788-0956  
ncacadsci@email.meredith.edu  

The objective of the North Carolina Academy of Science is to 

"encourage the advancement of science within the state of North Car-

olina by promotion of scientific research and by the fostering of edu-

cation in the sciences". The North Carolina Academy of Science 

meets these objectives by...  

• Publishing a peer reviewed scholarly journal, the Journal of the 

North Carolina Academy of Science. 

 

• Fostering and encouraging student involvement in the sciences 

through support of the Collegiate (CANCAS) and Student Acade-

mies (NCSAS). 

 

• Promoting interactions among scientists and students throughout 

North Carolina. 

 

• Providing a forum for exchange of ideas for solving issues im-

portant to North Carolina. 

 

The Academy members include individuals from academia, industry, 
government, and all others who support the objectives and goals of the 
Academy. 
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