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By: Dr. Jean-Luc Scemama, East Carolina University   

Dear fellow members of the North Carolina Academy of Science, 
 
I hope you started the new academic year on a posi-
tive note. I am looking forward to another exciting 
year with the Academy.   
 
The 117th Annual Meeting will take place in Hickory, 
at Lenoir Rhyne University.  The organizing commit-
tee has been working really hard in planning a great 
meeting and they are looking forward to your partici-
pation.  The Annual meeting is a wonderful platform 
for our undergraduate students to present their re-
search and it should be an ideal venue to recruit stu-
dents interested in pursuing a graduate degree.  Dur-
ing the NCAS meeting we can recruit in state stu-
dents who have research experience and do not need 
tuition waivers.  So, please, this year invite your grad-
uate programs to the Annual meeting and let’s have 
the largest and the most exciting graduate school fair 
in the memory of the Academy. 
 
I would also like to see the Academy expand its hori-
zon and to invite our colleagues in Science Education 
to come and present their innovative research at our 
Annual Meeting.  I know that NSF and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, to cite 
a few, have been funding initiatives to increase success in the STEM fields and to pro-
mote inclusive excellence.  I think there is room for the NCAS to play a role in science 
education and we can start by opening sessions at our annual meeting for science edu-
cators.   
 
One last thing, you will receive an email in December to renew your membership.  We 
just changed the date for membership renewal to simplify the work of the membership 
committee and to make sure everything runs smoothly, which includes your access to 
the journal of the academy. 
 
Once more, I am looking forward to see you at the Annual Meeting in Lenoir Rhyne 
on March 27 and 28, 2020. 

Dr. Jean-Luc Scemama 

NCAS President, 2019-2020 

East Carolina University, De-
partment of Biology 



Featured Scientist:  Mr. Jeremy Walker 

By: Dr. Meredith Rowe, Gardner-Webb University   

As one of the 2019-2020 Yarbrough award winners, 
Jeremy Walker is our featured scientist in this issue.  
A Biochemistry/Pre-Med major from Chadbourn, 
NC, Jeremy is an undergraduate research student in 
Dr. Sarah Goforth’s lab at Campbell University.  Jere-
my first became interested in chemistry as a kid 
watching the animated series “Fullmetal Alchemist,” 
which is now available on Netflix.  His high school 
Chemistry teacher, Ms. Adams, also made a signifi-
cant impact on his education and chosen field of 
study as she performed various demonstrations for 
the class.  This initial interest in chemistry was solidi-
fied when Jeremy took General Chemistry during ear-
ly college and finally had the chance to perform his 
own lab experiments, such as the “wisp in a bottle” 
experiment.   

Jeremy began doing research through a research tech-
niques class at Campbell and completed a project that 
he was able to present at the March 2019 NCAS 
meeting.  He considers this course to be his “first real 
experience in research,” where he was able to assist with 
three different projects. One of these projects was a 
“student-proposed project” during which he was able to 
complete a Williamson ether synthesis. He then travelled to Furman University over the summer to 
participate in a Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) with Dr. Goforth. While the REU 
was stressful at times, he considers it to be a positive experience because it helped him develop as a 
scientist and as a chemist. 

Back on Campbell’s campus in Buies Creek, NC, his current research in the “pedagogical develop-
ment of SN1 and SN2 reactions for undergraduate laboratories” with Dr. Goforth is a continuation 
of the project he began over the summer.  His original purpose in this project was to be able to 
demonstrate to Organic Chemistry students how the reactions, such as the Williamson ether syn-
thesis, that they learn during lectures can relate back to the lab.  He has expanded the project to 
develop substitution reactions for the student laboratory since there is currently not a lab in the 
Campbell curriculum with an SN1 or SN2 reaction.  Jeremy appreciates having such an encourag-
ing mentor in Dr. Goforth who allows him to steer the direction of the project and values his ideas.  
Undergraduate research has also given him the opportunity to develop scientific skills outside of 
what he learns in the classroom.  His advice to students considering independent research is “just 
do it!” 

Over the next year, Jeremy is excited to present these research projects at the Southeastern Region-
al Meeting of the American Chemical Society, the American Chemical Society National Meeting, 
and the NCAS meeting.  Jeremy will graduate from Campbell University in May 2021.  After gradu-
ation, he plans to pursue a PhD in Organic Chemistry. 

Jeremy Walker, Campbell University, 

at the NCAS Annual Meeting, 2019 



ACCEPTED PROPOSALS YARBROUGH 

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH GRANTS 2019-2020 

Report by:  Dr. Scott Robertson, Methodist University & Dr.  Jordan Womick, Campbell 

University  

The Yarbrough Undergraduate Research Grant Committee is pleased to announce the accepted Yar-
brough Grant Proposals for the 2019-2020 year. Recipients have indicated their acceptance of the 
grant and are listed below alphabetically by last name.  
 
1. Jeremy Brown for the submission “Efficacy of combined ultrasonic/antibiotic treatment for re-

moval of complex biofilms from medical implant plastics” with faculty advisor Melanie Lee-Brown 
at Guilford College.  
 

2. Austin Snide for the submission “Eggshell organizing factor 1 protein in Psorophora Ferox mos-
quitos” with faculty advisor Carmony Hartwig at Catawba College.  
 

3. Jeremy Walker for the submission “Development of pedagogical substitution laboratories for or-
ganic chemistry” with faculty advisor Sarah Goforth at Campbell University.  
 

4. Jasmine Wiitala for the submission “Investigating the antimicrobial properties of local versus 
nonlocal honey on human microbiota” with faculty advisor Steven Coggin at Catawba College.  

Yarbrough Grant Committee  

Scott Robertson (co-chair) Methodist University srobertson@methodist.edu  

Jordan Womick (co-chair) Campbell University womickj@campbell.edu  

Laura Reichenberg (member and CANCAS Executive Director) Pfeiffer University  
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Thank you! 

Thank you to Meredith 

College, the headquar-

ters of the North Caroli-

na Academy of Science 

and site of our home 

office!  

Join us in congratulating these student researchers on this achievement! 

You can make a difference! 

NCAS is looking for enthusiastic professionals to work on NCAS 
Committees.  We are particularly looking for an additional mem-
ber on the Publications Committee, but other committees could 
use additional help as well.  Information about committees can be 
found at  https://www.ncacadsci.org/committees (follow the link 
on this page to the handbook for information about committee 
responsibilities). We hope you will join us! 

https://www.ncacadsci.org/committees


Page 4 
The    North Carolina Scientist 

CANCAS Invitation—Fall Workshop  

Report By Dr. Laura Reichenberg, Pfieffer University   

Renew your Group Membership Today! 
 

CANCAS membership can be renewed at the 
following link: https://www.joinit.org/o/
north-carolina-academy-of-science 

CANCAS individual membership is $15 and 
group membership is $100.  

If faculty advisors have a large number of stu-
dents, you can create an Excel sheet with their 
information (first name, last name, and email 
address) and send it to Dr. Laura Reichenberg 
at laura.reichenberg@pfeiffer.edu 

The Undergraduate Research Workshop of the Collegiate Academy of the NC Academy of Science 

(CANCAS) will be held on Saturday, October 26th at Pfeiffer University in the Stokes Student Center.  

This is a great event to promote networking and ask questions to a panel of representatives from vari-

ous programs (Ph.D., P.A., D.O, etc.), followed by a workshop on professional ethical practices.  Fol-

lowing lunch, students will attend breakout sessions on test preparation, resume development, building 

a professional social media presence, reading, and presenting in science, and how to communicate effec-

tively through scientific oral and poster presentations. 

CANCAS 2019—2020 Officers 

President:  

Trina Phan, NC State University 

Vice-President:  

Daisy Fry-Brumit, NC State University 

Secretary:  

Sarah Leon, Lenoir-Rhyne University  

Historian:  

Osvaldo Rodriguez, Wake Technical  

Community College  

 

Director:  Dr. Laura H Reichenberg,  

Pfeiffer University  

Institutions with Group Membership 
Be the first to renew your group membership for the 2019-2020 Academic Year! 



Page 5 
 North Carolina Scientist 

CANCAS Membership Updates 

Report By Dr. Laura Reichenberg, Pfieffer University   

Campus Liasons 2019-2020  

Institution Liaison Liaison Contact Email 

NC Wesleyan College Juri Kim jkim@ncwc.edu 

Wake Technical Community 
College 

Arlenea Mena 
amrodriguez4@my.waketech.edu 

Wake Technical Community 
College 

Brock Jouhnston Bajohnston@my.waketech.edu 

Pfeiffer University Jordy Featherstone JFeatherstone746@my.pfeiffer.edu 

Nash County Community  
College 

Kathryn Davis 
kddavis009@st.nashcc 

East Carolina University Cameron Rushford Rushford.17@studetns.edu.edu 

Lenoir-Rhyne University Emily Maxfield Emily.maxfield@my.lr.edu 

NCAS Annual Meeting is around the corner! 

Report by:  Judy Moore & Angie Ramseur,  Lenoir Rhyne University  

mailto:amrodriguez4@my.waketech.edu
mailto:kddavis009@st.nashcc


Con-

 

“Like” us on Facebook and follow 
us on Twitter (@NCAcadofSci) to 
get the latest updates and 
information on what’s happening at 
your North Carolina Academy of 
Science! 

North Carolina Academy of Science 

Our Mission 

The North Carolina Academy of 
Science promotes public appre-
ciation of science, science edu-
cation, scientific research and a 
meaningful role for science in 
public policy. 

Our Goals: 

Promote public appreciation 
of science 

• Partnership with Science 
Centers 

• Public Lecture Series 

• Newsletter 
 

Promote science education  

• NCAS Webpage 

• Academic Lecture Series 

• NCAS Publications: Journal, 
Educational Publications 

• Student Academy - Middle 
& High School 

 
Promote scientific research  
 

• Yarbrough and Bryden Re-
search Grants 

• CANCAS Undergraduate 
Research Workshop 

• Presentation Opportunities at 
Annual Meetings  

• Journal of the North Carolina 
Academy of Science 

 

Promote science in 
public policy  
 

• Symposia 

• News Releases  

• Position Statements 

• Interactions with 
Public Officials 

The North Carolina Academy of 
Science 
Meredith College Department of 
Biological Sciences, 3800 
Hillsborough St.,  
Raleigh, NC 27606-5298  

Phone: 919-760-8189  
Fax: 919-788-0956  
ncacadsci@email.meredith.edu  

The objective of the North Carolina Academy of Science is to 

"encourage the advancement of science within the state of North Car-

olina by promotion of scientific research and by the fostering of edu-

cation in the sciences". The North Carolina Academy of Science 

meets these objectives by...  

• Publishing a peer reviewed scholarly journal, the Journal of the 

North Carolina Academy of Science. 

 

• Fostering and encouraging student involvement in the sciences 

through support of the Collegiate (CANCAS) and Student Acade-

mies (NCSAS). 

 

• Promoting interactions among scientists and students throughout 

North Carolina. 

 

• Providing a forum for exchange of ideas for solving issues im-

portant to North Carolina. 

 

The Academy members include individuals from academia, industry, 
government, and all others who support the objectives and goals of the 
Academy. 
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